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| BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 

; ursery Fruit Trees of choice Varieties; Grape 
_ Vines, Strawberry Plants &c.; Vegetables and 


| Fruits in their season, at the Community Gardens. 
H. Tuackxer, Superintendent. 








tustic Furniture, Seats, Tables, Arbors, &c., 
of natural Cedar crooks, with iron fastenings ; 
Gothic and other patterns. 

C. Exuis, Master-workman. 


jteel-Traps of the most approved Descriptions, 
for frontier and western Trapping, manufactured 
by the Community. 
8. Newnuovuse, Superintendent. 
cea : Merchants and Traders supplied 
| with the various kinds of American manufacture, 

at wholesale prices. 
A. W. Carr, O. H. Mitrer, C. Ops, Agents. 


an Assortment of our own 
stock. 





raveling-Bags : 
Manufacture, from carefully selected 
Merchants supplied. 

J. Reynoups, 
Mrs. E. Wuitrie.p, 


|almeleaf Hats manufactured and for sale at 
| the Community. 
Mrs. A. C. Sears, Superintendent. 









} Superintendents. 








fling : Custom work done as usual at the 
‘Community Grist-mill, 
. E. L. Hatcnu, Miller. 
obePrinting: 1 most kinds of Printing carefully 
\executed at the Crrcvutar Office. 

G. CAMPBELL. 
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designing and Wood-Engraving by E- H. 
De Latre, Oneida Association. 


Orders in any of the above branches 
‘ay be addressed by letter or otherwise to 

THE ONEIDA ASSOCTATION, 
Oneida Depot, Madison Co., N. Y. 


Newark Commune. 


VILLIAM R. INSLEE & CO,, 
| MACHINISTS, 


pnufacturers of Printing-Presses, Jewelers? Tools» 
Machinists’ Lathes, &c. 


| VENBURG BUILDING, NEWARK, N. J. 








Putney Commune. 


|ARDENING, NURSERY - GROW- 
ing and Milling. Address, 
WU. L. WORDEN, PUTNEY, VT. 
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Wallinsfora Commune. 
RUIT & MARKET GARDENING; 


Traveling-Bags 
Manufactured and for Sale. Address, 
ALLEN, ... WALLINGFORD, CONN. 


| PUBLICATIONS, 
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he Berean ; A Manual for the help of 
those who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church ; 
in octavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Noyes. 
Price, 1,50. 


le Communism; A Compilation from the 
nnual Reports and other publications of the 
neida Association and its branches ; presenting. 
fa’ copnection with their History, a summary 
tiew of their Religious and ‘Social Theories.— 
128 pages, octavo Price0 cts. Printed and 
— atthe office of The Circular, Oneida, 


vation from Sin; Explained and De- 
nded by J. H. Noyes. Pamphlet, 6 1-4 cts. 


ual Reports; (2a and 3rd) of the 


INEIDA Association. Price 12 1-2 cts. 













Past Volumes of the Circular, and the 
fectionist, can be furnished; and any of the 
Publications may be sent by mail to all 
ts of the country, 

Persons writing to us on business con- 
ed with the Circular, or for the purpose of or- 
any of the above publications, are particular- 
lequested to write their name, Post-office and 
» as distinctly as possible. 
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We received a short time since a pamphlet, 
directed here by the author, entitled, ‘ Fifteen 
years in the Senior Order of the Shakers.”* It is 
the personal narrative of Mr. Hervey Elkins ; and 
at thesame time an exposition of the Shaker 
creed, and of the social and business economy of 
the sect. Mr. E. lived from the age of fourteen to 
that of twenty-nine with the Shakers at Enfield, 
N. H. He is now in the position of a seceder, 
though he evidently still retains a strong predi- 
lection for both the doctrines and system of the 
people he has left. He left them, according 
to his own account, partly from an indefinable 
feeling of discontent—a disquiet of soul for which 
he obliquely criticises himself, and partly from 
the awaking of an intellectual ambition that 
could not find its gratification in the limits 
of their fold. He gives a frank, good-natured ac- 
count of the Shaker’s manner of life, domestic 
regulations, daily routine, religious forms, &c. 
His style is redundant in an amusing extreme; 
and this we connect with a fact stated in his nar- 
ratiye, that he read through Webster’s octavo Dic- 
tionary five times while he lived with the Shakers. 
One would say that with such a mental appetite, 
he would starve in the Shaker library. 

His book has been read in the Association with 
considerable interest, and we have appropriated 
some of its information to the improvement of 
our own affairs. On the whole it has had the 
effect to make us feel friendly and respectful to- 
ward the Shakers; and we only hope that they 
will imitate our zeal, and sometime adopt into 
their system those things in which we are in ad- 
vance of them. In order and subordination and 
practical business arrangements, they have at- 
tained a perfection that we have not—-but are 
pressing forward towards with all our might.— 
In the departments of education and social science 
we have already left them far behind. We hope 
they will be wise enough not to despise learning 
of us in these matters. 

The most that Mr. E. says about the Shakers 
in the way of criticism is in connection with a 
love-story, which he introduces into his narrative. 
This we give our readers, partly for the sake of 
its romance, and partly to show the difficulties 
in human nature the Shakers have to deal with, 
and how they dispose of them. In the lack of 
other title, it may be called the story of 


URBINO AND ELLINA, 
OR 
LOVE AMONG THE SHAKERS. 








BY H. ELKINS. 





In the preceding pages, I have, in general, 
dwelt upon the bright side of the leaf. I have 
acknowledged the piety which a devout and 
self denying life is sure to produce. I have 
shown also, that this piety is protected by an or- 
der of which the history of the world furnishes 
no example; that vice is there in a great 
measure suppressed; and that conscience, 
which should be the belm to steer us over the 
ocean of probation, is, among the Shakers, an 
attribute of astonishing development. 

But it is no less my duty, to truthfully state 
the disadvantages of so stringent a rule of faith 
and conduct. It may be seen that men fail in 
perfection, and that the most conscientious are 
not without alloy. It may be seen that men 
are extremely liable to oscillate from a state of 
reckless libertinism, into that of rancorous sec- 
tarianism. This isnot the fault of the institu- 
tion, itis the fault of the votary. It cannot 
be guarded against by institutions; for a re- 
ligious institution must be upheld by a relig- 
ious zeal; and rancor, always, shields itself 
under that specious garb. For this reason, 
every other bad passion may sooner be de- 
stroyed. Because of this propensity, there 
are many among the Shakers, who leave the 
spirit of the serpent, and adopt that of the 
tiger instead of the lamb. But this is not the 
fault of the dogma ; it is the fault of the con- 
vert. He has left a bad principle, and in the 
delirium of his detestation, he seizes upon an- 
other as bad. In lieu of pressing forward in 
humility to tke goal of ehristian perfection, he 
stops in elated egotism to spurn what is behind. 





*The book may be obtained of the au hor by ad- 
dressing him at Andover, N. H. Price, 37 1-2 cts. 








By reason of this, we find them among the 
Shakers, who will both lie and fight in defense 
of a creed, which positively forbids their do- 
ing either. But of such there are but few. 
But these few are not the least promoted, nor 
the least esteemed. In fact such are the ones 
most liable to be summoned as evidences in 
their courts of defense. Because, perhaps, 
they more resemble their antagonists. The 
Shakers, needlessly, fear to have the whole 
truth known concernirg them by the world. 
Tu sotwe respects they therefore try to evade 
it. Their plea is, that ‘ the natural man ecan- 
not discern the things of the spirit :’? and that 
‘* pearls should not be cast before swine.”’— 
Ihave known this evasion in regard to the 
inspection, the receipt and the interception of 
letters, written by, or sent to members.— 
But no people should quibble from the truth. 
If it is just, commendable and right, for 
leaders to inspect all writings that leave their 
Society, to intercept and destroy all such 
as they fear will do injury to tke intended re- 
cipient, why God will uphold them in so doing. 
Why then do they fear the world? All these 
things they do; and do in accordance with 
their rules. No communication by writing, or 
by print, is allowed to come in, or go out of 
the Society, unless it is. first inspected and 
sanctioned by the leaders. Even a newspa- 
per, or an almanac, must first be inspected 
by them ;—and almanacs generally go through 
the ordeal with the application of cutlery.— 
If they have reason to distrust a correspondent 
without, or fear his communication might do 
injury to whom it was directed, they intercept 
and destroy it. I, myself, once had a commu- 
nication intercepted by them, and subsequently 
learned the fact by one of the trustees, who 
asked me from whom was my letter. I went 
to the elder and accused him of so doing. He 
said there was nothing in it of any importance 
—said he had no objection to my seeing it, 
and gave itto me. But, generally, when a 
letter comes, it is received by the trustees, 
who aass it to the elders, who give it to the 
recipignt, to open and read in their pres- 
ence. The same rule is enjoined in regard to 
all communications with other societies and 
families, and with the opposite sex of the same 
families. ‘Thus a written song designed for the 
other sex, must be transmitted by the elders. 
Perhaps these rigorous rules are necessary in 
such a community. At least, they suppose 
them to be. And if members bind themselves 
by legal stipulations, to yield implicit obedience 
to their leaders, why then, they would not 
act legally, unless they submitted to these re- 
quirements. I cannot for one see the expedi- 
ency of prevarication upon this subject. Yet 
one of the more conscientious ones, being 
brought forward for evidence, in one of their 
suits,'declared to me afterward, that, “ he 
was obliged to spin the truth so fine he feared 
the attenuated thread would break of its own 
weight.” 


Yet the very men who would preyaricate 
whilst ** in the way of their adversary and wish- 
ing to deal quickly with him,’’ would shudder 
at the thought of dissembling the truth from 
their leaders. Those who have most to do 
with the world are hard men, of firm, unfeeling 
and positive minds, eschewing all the finer sen- 
sibilities of our nature, and working indefati- 
gably for the temporal advancement of that 
Institution, whose creeds they habitually and 
perhaps ignorantly disobey. 


But goto the inner court of that temple 
where no earthly care involves the mind ; where 
vice isso rigorously suppressed; and there 
you will find two principles combating, trans- 
forming and assimilating many hearts. The 
one is piety, and the other is /ove. ‘* What! 
love, Love, on Shaker soil! Love, as the term 
is employed by us? Is that what you mean?” 
will say the reader. Yea; that is my meaning. 
Love, in the sense employed by poets; love; 
in all its raptures and in all its sighs, is there 
educed, is there denied, and is there made for- 
lorn. Love isa sentiment of the heart, de- 
veloped unconsciously, imperceptibly ; and the 
young Shaker knows uot—believes not this il- 
lusion of his youthful mind. He sees floating 
over the sphere of sensuality—and yet he 
knows not the nature of the . substratum—-a 
mirage, too beautiful for earth, and he suppos- 
es it tobe a reality of heaven. 


I can no better illustrate the joys, sorrows, 
pleasures and conflicts of love, as exhibited in 
that asylum of those who have rejected it, 
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than to recount a circumstance of real occur- 
rence. 

One of the subjects of the drama was the 
Urbino of the previous Book, who has since 
left the society, and has allowed me all freedom 
to use this appellation to designate him in all 
events, with which he was connected. He 
was an intimate companion of mine during a 
part of my stay, and I knew him well. A 
young man, at the time I treat of him, of 
about twenty-five years of age, of high social 
qualities, tender, imaginative and sympathetic ; 
4 fine scholar, but more rhetorical than logical, 
and much better in Philology thaa Mathemat- 
ics. He was of middling height, well propor- 
tioned but rather slender, and better adapted 
for intellectual than physical labor. He pos- 
sessed firmriess and adhesiveness to an astonish- 
ing degree, approbativeness small, conscien- 
tiousness, benevolence and hope were promi- 
nent characteristics. 

He, like me, sighed for an inexpressible 
something which was not there to be found ;— 
unlike me, chance soon dissipated his sighs, bis 
malady, his doubts, and his eonjeetures. A 
scene which awoke im him a sentiment of 
which he had ever been ignorant—of which 
he had never read, or heard, or even con- 
jectured, to exist, soon opened to his soul a 
new era of enthusiasm and devotion. 

I will depict in his own words, the introduc- 
tion, and the first of those infusions, which 
soon became ineffable, and which ended in 
mourning. 

‘Tt was a morning in summer, when nature 
appeared bedecked with gems. The sun had 
risen, and pendant from every blade of grass, 
were glittering diamonds of liquid formation. 
The fragrance exhaled from the floras of sur- 
rounding nature, perfumed the atmosphere I 
inhaled. Horizontally floating along the moun- 
tain sides, vapors were fast dissolving in the 
sun, as they advanced. J was crossing, diag- 
onally, the level and beautiful court—the in- 
tervening ground between the public sanctua- 
ry of worship and the large stone mansion.— 
The sun, reflected from the windows, and from 
the innumerable specks of miea which enter 
the composition of the granite, gave this man- 
sion the appearance of a erystal palace. The 
slated roof’ without the angle of reflection, bore 
a dark, indigo hue, beautifully contrasted with 
the crystal facade. The jut, or eave and end 
projections, were of a deep, rich green. As TI 
approached, 1 beheld standing alone, in one of 
the vestibules of the mansion, the form of a 
female ; her head languidly reelining against a 
granite column, apparently unconscious of my 
approach, and absorbed in deep reflection. [ 
respectfully and canticusly drew near, for my 
path passed directly by the spot. §he was 
clad with a dress of dark, pressed* worsted, 
which dazzled and rustled by the slightest 
movement. Her cap, vandyke and scarf were 
of the purest white, plated, ruffled and starched 
in minute conformity to Shaker rules... The 
searf thrown over her shoulders, formed a per- 
fect isosocles over her bust, and another upon 
the back, extending below the seapulus to the 
natural waist. Her hair was ofa light auburn. 
Her eyes somewhat .arge and expanding as 
they turned upward in contemplation, were of 
a color variable, like the undulations of the 
wave, absorbing or reflecting the luminous rays | 
of day. Long eye-brows, dark and turned up- 
ward, like the tenor of her thoughts, gave her 
the aspeet of intelligence, and one who possess- 
ed the art of deciphering the deeper struggles 
of the human mind. Her nose, a little expand- 
ing in the middle, formed in uniting with the 
brow, a slight arch, unlike those dark, un- 
healthy cavities, which threaten to excavate the 
eye, and which are the certain preludes of 
premature decadence. The lips were thin, 
and around them played the expression of ten- 
derness and affection. Her teeth were white, 
like ivory set in the roseate statuary of carna- 
tion. She blushed, or grew pale very sudden- 
ly,—an emblem of the quick sensibility of 
thought. Her hands, small, delicate and flexi- 
ble were most exquisitely moulded. Her 
chest, wide for herheight, which was hardly 
middling, was healihfully and gracefully 
formed. The whole figure was one of grace, 
elegance and ease, and the very incarnation of 
beauty. Her grave, yet lustrous beauty, gave 
her the impress of a celestial being, and taught 
me that there was something which moulded, 
vivified, aud influenced that heavenly statue of 
purity and love, which was not of earth. 

She raised her head as I came near, a slight 
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suffasion deepened her cheek, as the modest 
lance of her eye caught mine, but this was as 
quickly transformed into 2 more impressive ex- 
pression, which relaxed into a tender and al- 
most materna! air. I passed rapidly and res- 
pectfully by, as she turned and slowly traversed 
the stene pavement of the portico. No smile 


® wwas legible in either of our countenances ;. no 


expression but that at first timid, then gentle, 
then affectionate--all a glance but of a mo- 
ment’s duration. Ina word, her look bore an 
enchanting and a contagious languor of ex- 
pression, emanating from the most beautcous 
and seduetive object that my ideal of beauty 
had ever embodied ” 
(To le continued.) 
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ONEIDA, JANUARY 25,1855 
Printing Again. ‘ 

After an interval of removal, confusion, rest, and 
commencing revrganization, we are ready to re- 
sume our regular letters to friends and subscribers, 
not tri-weekly, as last year, but for the present 
once a week. We trust this arrangement will be 
satisfactory to our readers; and that in the end 
it will prove to be but a seeming and temporary 
retrogression from our previous standard. We 
hope to print a better paper than heretofore. Cen- 
siderable educational experience was gained in 
our Brooklyn campaign which can now be ditfused 
through a larger circle: and if the interest of the 
whole Association can be enlisted in contributing 
to the value of the Circular as is proposed by the 
present change. it will acquire ‘a broader basis 
and more momentum than ever before. We are 
willing to go back and take a new start, as the 
railroad men do when they encounter a snow- 
drift on the track: and perhaps, after having 
already cleared the way to a Tri-weekly, our 
next advance, with the additional locomotive that 
is now being attached, will drive the train 
through toa Daily. This however, is left with 
the Lord, whose pleasure we live for, to deter- 
mine. Meantime there is a preparation, not yet 
ripe, but silently going on in the public mind, 
that will respond in due time to the idea of a 
Daily Paper devoted to Christ and the Truth. 
It grows even as the trees do, while we sleep, 
And the winter which fora time may seem to 
check its outward manifestation, is but the pre- 
lude to the season of buds and blossoms. We 
feel that the times are auspiciuus—that the inner 
forces of God and nature are gathering for great 
results—that the progress of spiritual and social 
redemption is right onward; and the Circular, 
we trust, will be found ready to fill its part as an 
echo, at least, of the grand march and movement 
of the Heavenly armies. 

The Circular would renew its adhesion to the 
inotto at its head—‘ Devotion to the Sovereignty 
of Jesus Christ.’ Confessing his name and pur- 
pose, we enter upon the year’s work ; cordially 
inviting also the correspondence and sympathy 
of behevers abroad, to make the paper of the 


highest worth to the cause. 
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Retrospective and Prospective. 

Nearly two months have elapsed since our last 
issue, during which time the world has pursued 
its accustomed course. ‘The usual tales of wars, 
shipwrecks, battles, fires, murders, and kindred 
calamities, might be told, not, however, entirely 
unmixed with the more cheerful details of radical 
improvement and progression. While on one 
side our attention is attracted by murderous re- 
ports of the eastern war, and oppression in Europe ; 
and hard times and slavery at home, there is, to 
one who looks far enough into the deep work- 
ings of the providence whieh governs the world, 
a bright tint discernible amid the surrounding 
zloom—a deep, still under-current of progress, 


setting evermore toward God and heaven. We 
realize this truth in many ways. It speaks 


to us from out the midst of the old world; where 
empires are tottering on their unsubstantial bases ; 
cffete dynasties are desperately but vainly striving 
‘regain their former power; and from beneath 
«ll of which comes the deep, sullen murmur of an 
uppressed and down-trodden people, yearning for 
liberty. We recognize, in this upheaval, and 
prospective demolition of long established powers) 
this evident disintegration of nationalities, the 
licraldic signs of the future divine kingdom, 
which shall absorb into itself all nations, states 
and sovereignties, and shall rule triumphant over 
all principalities and powers. 

In our own land, through the gathering dark- 
ness, we discern similar hopeful signs. The 
slavery agitation, which causes the mighty pulse 





increasing violence, threatening even the disso- 
lution of the umion, is yet a stimulant to free 
thought, and an incitement to free discussion.— 
‘Let us have light,’ says a recent lecturer, ‘ that 
the dark phases of our national character may be 
seen as they are, and judged as they deserve.’— 
Aye, we repeat, let in the light; and let it be shed, 
not on the sin of slavery alone, but on all 
the dark spots which disfigure the American 
people. Let us have light; and let us subject to 
its scrutiny the popular systems of money-get™ 
ting; marriage; private familism; private own- 
ership of every kind; legislation ; government ; 
and most current customs and habits. So faras 
the slavery agitation leads to this result, we 
recognize it as a part of the good providence of 
of God, and rejoice in it. 

And amid the cry of ‘hard times,’ are yet 
cheerful tokens discernible. All the latent be- 
nevoljence of the country seems to be aronsed by 
the voice of distress from the destitute and needy. 
This bond of human brotherhood, which binds 
alike the rich and poor in common sympathy, is 
strengthened, and its weaker links more closely 
riveted, by this present pressure of need. Socie- 
ties are formed, and contributions made for the 





relief of the poor. Scarcely a day passes but we 
see chronicled some munificent gift—some gener- 
ous donation to those who are in want. 

With such glimpses of light, ,we have enough 
to cheer us on to our work. Believing as we do 
in the present and practical activity of God’s be- 
nificent purposes, we love to distinguish in the 
sombre woof of evil, the bright and Shining 
threads of good with which it is interwoven, and 
to consider them our auguries for the future.— 
As journalists, we feel it our privilege to gaze 
first and primarily on the hopeful side of passing 
events, and shall use our influence to induce our 
readers todo the same. Let the attention be 
always fixed on good, is our motto. And in thus 
rightly directing our attention, may we all be 
changed into the image of the object on which 
we look. 





North and South. 

H. W. Beecher, in a recent lecture, contrasting 
the institutions of the North and South, says: 

“In the South, there are many roads leading 
from the top of society to the bottom, but not 
one, not ox¥ from the bottom to the top. « 

“In the North, if the citizen choses to watk in 
it. there is aroad fromevery man’s door up to 
the Governor’s chair or the Presidential seat!” 

True, Mr. Beecher; ‘from every man’s door.’ 

Hurrah for the free North! But suppose we pnt 
the emphasis on a different word—‘from every 
man’s door;’ and it immediately occurs to us 
that at least one half of the citizens—viz., the women 
of the North—do not come at all within the lim- 
its of the privilege indicated. There is no road 
from any woman’s door to the Governor's seat or 
the Presidential chair; hardly to that of a Post- 
mistress or Justice of the Peace. hey are about 
on the same level with the colored class at the 
South in this respect, Alas for the fancied con- 
trast with which we started! The Lecturer con- 
tinues : 4 
“In the North. first in order of consideration 
is man, the individual man; next the family, made 
of those of commen blood, and by far the strong- 
est, as it is the most sacred of all institutions.— 
Then comes the township, which presents the 
only spectacle of an absolute political democracy. 
For, here only, do citizens assemble in mass and 
vote, directly and not by representation. Next 
comes Society at large, or the mass of citizens 
grouped into States,” &c. 
We hear a good deal of ‘ sacred’ and‘ most sacred 
institutions ;? and Slavery itself we believe is so 
designated at the South, where it exists.— 
Now. however, it is the family which Mr. Beecher 
says is the most sacred of all institutions. Well, 
if mere blood-relationship is the most sacred 
bond, then Christ had a deplorable misapprecia- 
tion of it; for his life was mostly spent in draw- 
ing people out of that view, and in instituting the 
grand oppugnant principle that * Whosoever doeth 
the will of my Father which is in heaven, the 
same is my mother and sister and brother.’ 

Then again the allusion to the family institu- 
tion, in an attempt to glorify. democracy, will need 
to be slipped over like his previous remark very 
cursorily, or it will be seen to recoil ypon his ar- 
gument. For upon a fair scanning of the insti- 
tution it is evident that the family as at present 
eonstituted is very far from being a model of free- 
dom. Whatever other merits it may have it is 
certainly not democratic. It approaches nearer 
in form to an oligarchy or perhapsa monarchy. It 
is even not without some resemblance to the sys- 
tem of Southern Slaveholding. ‘In the North,’ 





says Mr. Beecher, ‘nothing is more sacred than a 


that a man owns his family and children. In 
running a contrast between institutions and so- 
ciety north and south, it is of some importance 
that we look at things as well as words. 

Se ee 

What is Heavenly Industry? 

To these who believe that the will of God is 
about to be dune on earth as it is in heaven, the 
question presents itself, What kind of Industry 
the angels and Primitive church are engaged in? 


We are familiar with Fourier’s idea of Attractive , 


Industry, but what is Heavenly Industry ?— 








That angelic beings have hands is certain; how 
do they employ them? What do they do with 
these incomparable instruments. to which Shake- 
speare’s description of man might almost apply— 
‘How noble in reason, how infinite in faculties, 
in form and moving how express and admirable !" 
Are the angels satisfied with only fingering harps, 
and raising their hands in the manner of adora- 
tion? They eat and drink—they sit down at 
table—do they not first spread the table? Was 
Eden anything like heaven? Adam and Eve 
were set to dress the garden and keep it. Horti- 
culture was to have been part of their employment 
in Paradise. 

If we believe, as we do, that all the genius, en- 
terprise, and fruitfulness of this age, is the infused 
energy of the Primitive church, we must give 
them the character of practical workers in their 
own persons; for it is a good rule that aman 
cannot give what he does not possess; and they 
could not infuse a spirit of industry among others 
if they were do-nothings themselves. We be- 
lieve sincerely that they have inspired this Asso- 
ciation with a genuine love of work—with enthn- 
siasm for useful industry of all kinds; so far it is 
proof that they are active, industrious beings in 
their own sphere. We do not see how they 
could sit and sing psalms all the time, and yet 
secrete (to use a figure) the spirit that loves work. 
If they are practical workers then, as we said be- 
fore, it is an interesting question, What do they 
do ? 





A New Book by Adin Ballou. 

We have before us a bulky volume of over 
600 pages by Adin Ballou, entitled, ‘Practical 
Christian Socialism,” in which the author goes 
over considerable ground to show that what he 
calls ‘ my system’ of society, morality, and religion 
is the best that ever was invented. Notwith- 
standing the conversational style that is intro- 
duced to enliven the work, much of it appears to 
be rather heavy reading. Several chapters are 
devoted to the discussion and criticism of other 
social systems, as Owenism, Fourierism, Shaker- 
ism, &c., and one chapter is wholly occupied 
with an examination of this Community, or as he 
calls it, Noyesism. Mr. Ballou gives some ac- 
count of the history of the school, and of its pe- 
culiar doctrines, quoting hberally from our publi- 
cations, particularly the First Annual Report, and 
having thus, as it would appear, got us fairly out 
before folks and on to our feet, he proceeds in the 
most scientific manner to kneck down, drag out, 
and demolish us! Our position in respect to the 
Origin of Evil is particularly offensive to his Uni- 
versalist predilections, and he spends considerable 
labor (not so much, however, in the way of Bibli- 
cal exegesis as of a cheap kind of rhetoric) in at- 
tempting to overthrow it. He objects to what he 
calls the autocratic element of government in the 
Community, based cn personal inspiration ; and our 
theory of the sexual relations is his particular ab- 
horrence. He nevertheless finds some good, even 
in that Nazareth; as in his exposition of his 
own system, (p. 360,) he very explicitly adopts 
and endorses, (without mentioning the source.) 
that feature of the Bible Argument which relates to 
the distinction between the Propagative and Am- 
ative functions. In the place where he expounds 
this principle to his readers, some one has written 
on the leaf margin of the copy before us—‘ Stop 
thief! Here is the essence of our Social Theory 
snugly stowed away in Ballou’s budget! In 
view however of the liberal place which is given 
in the chapter mentioned to quotations from the 
Annual Report and other sources, views which we 
think can be trusted to take care of themselves, 
we can well endure Mr. Ballou’s comments and 
thank him to boot. They afforded at least a pleas- 
ant evening entertainment read aloud to our Com- 
munity circle. 





The Origin of Evil. 
That the orthodox belief respecting the Origin 
of Evil is unsatisfactory, and does not commend 
itself to the consciences of sound religious think- 





ers, is seen in the constant recurrence of new at- 


ry, 


~ 


of human sympathy to throb with constantly ;man’s family and children’—implying of course j tempts to solve that simple, yet perplexing pro} 
,] lexing 


lem. Edward Beecher’s bovok gave new act, 
ity to thought in this direction; and has CXErciggy 
}% good function, at least, in that respect. Hy 
{book, though by no means offering a satisfactoy 
solution to this question, is, we may venturey 
| hope, the beginning of a train of causes whig 
will ultimately overthrow the long establishg 


notton conecrning the origin of evil. 








{ 
| Following in the wake of Mr. Beecher’s }: ob 


and with immediate reference to the po Ling 
which he maintains, two new works are 1 Ww by 
ing published, brief notices of which we see} 
{the New-York papers, The first, by Miirs Q 
| Sat eR, D. D., is entitled ‘The Problem solve. 
jor Sin not of God? The theory presented & 
| says the Zribune reviewer, ‘that in ty 
{sense the primordial arrangement of the Doity, 
and that all his relations to it are in the y ayd 
prevention, remedy, and punishment. This })08i- 
tion is sustained by denying the postulate that | 
God is the only efficient cause—an error in the 
| author's view, which has vitrated many a philo. | 
sophical system and theological creed.’ The | 
| other work is by Henry Jamrs, the well know 
| essayist, and is entitled ‘ The Nature of Evil, dig 
cussing the position of Edward Beecher in his 
‘Conflict of Ages.’ 





sin i: 


Whatever may be the direct bearing of theg 
works on the truth respecting the origin of evi, 
we are glad to see that the light of free thouglt 
and free discussion is being shed on the subjec; 
and we have no fears but that the result will bh 
the complete exoneration of God from the in | 
putation of any participation whatever in the or | 
dination of evil. This truth wiil in due time asser | 
itself and be recognized. 

—— 


NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


FROM EUROPE. 

The Steamer Pacific arrived at New-York m 
Thursday morning, with seven days later news 
from Europe. In her outward voyage, as she was 
running up the Mersey to her moorings, the Pe 
cific ran into the brig Corinthian, bound for Qd- 











eutta, with a valuable cargo, which was lyingat 
anchor in the river, and sunk her immediately. | 
The twelye men composing the brig’s crew wee 
saved by getting on board the steamer. 

The news brought by the Pacific changes some- 
what the aspect of the Eastern question. Itis 
currently reported that the Czar has accepted the 
terms of peace offered by the Western powers; 
but as no armistice is agreed upon, hostilities will 
continue during the progress of negotiations.— 
The immediate effect of this intelligence in Eng 
land was to raise the quotations of consols two! 
per cent. Doubts, however, are arising, respec 
ingthe truth of this statement, or at least rm 
specting the Czar’s sincerity in making a mor 
which would involve such an extraordinary chang 
of policy on his part. 

Meanwhile the seige of Sevastopol cuntinue, 
with no immediate prospect of success. ‘The 
French and English are strengthening their bit 
teries, preparatory to an assault on the town- 
Omer Pasha, the Turkish commander in chit, 
has taken measures to bring a force of 50,00) 
men into the Crimea. In consequence of his 
withdrawal from the principalities, the Russias’ 
have again crossed the Danube, and taken one @ 
two towns. 

From Germany we have accounts of an inund- 
tion of the Elbe, with mucii loss of property, an 
probably of life. The damage done at Hambuy 
is estimated at from three to four millions df 


marks. 
THE GREAT REPUBLIC. 


This splendid vessel, the largest ever lauched in 
this country, seems to be the subject of a singulst 
fatality. Our readers will remember that about 
a year ago, this ship was burned to the water’ 
edge, as she lay at her dock in New-York. Sulb- 
sequently she has been rebuilt, and fitted up for 
sea. On Saturday last she began to load for Lit 
erpool. Tuesday afternoon the boiler of the 
steam-engine, which she had on board for hoisting 
and lowering cargo, exploded, blowing the engine 
house, engine and boiler to atoms, and seyerelf 
injuring several individuals. No damage was dum 
beyond the destruction of the engine, and eng int, 


room. 
RAILROAD DIFFICULTIES. 

The Erie disturbance seems to have establishé 
a precedent which those discontented with rail 
road management are prone to follow. The telt 
graph brings news of a railroad riot at Ridgeway, 
Canada West, on Saturday last. A party of lt 
borers, having become dissatisfied with some delay 
respecting their payment, spiked the switches, asl 
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a es 
opened one or two bridges, on the line of the 
Bufialo, Brantford and Goodrich Railroad. ‘The 
superintendent of the road, hearing of it, proce eded 
to the spot with a body of armed men, who were 
fired upon by workmen armed with rifles. A 
fight ensued, during which one man was killed: 
and others wounded. Several arrests were made, 
and the rioters dispersed. On Monday, they 
reassembled and took posession of the track at 
Cayuga, .C. W., where, at the last accounts, they 
still remained, fully armed, and numbering 150.— 
A body of British troopsis to be sent to the scene 
of the riot. and the men are to be paid off, after 
which no farther trouble is expected. 

AGRICULTURE IN VERMONT. 

The Legislature of Vermont, at alate session 
passed an act to encourage the study of the sci- 
ence of agriculture in common schools. The Gov 
ernor is, by this act, authorised to purchase one 
copy of ‘ Waring’s Elements of Agriculture’ for 
each town in the State, which is to be placed in 
the hands of the Superintendent of schools in 
said town, for examination. Reportis then to be 
made to the Governor of the amount of books re- 
quired by each town, and he is to order them 
published and distributed. A judicious move, we 
think, and well calculated to enhance the future 
prosperity of the Green Mountain State. 

THE LATE GALE, 

A somewhat startling gale visited this place 
about four o'clock on Monday morning last, ac. 
companied with a sudden increase of temperature, 
and shaking our buildings quite perceptibly.— 
New-York and Philadelphia papers report consid- 
erable damage done in those cities and vicinities— 
trees blown over, awnings torn to pieces, chim- 
neys demolished, unfinished buildings prostrated, 
and much loss of vessels on the coast. 

SHIPWRECK. 

The Pacific brings the news of the supposed loss 
of the New York ship George Canning. near 
the Island of Heligoland, on the shore of which 
papers and baggage have been cast. The report, 
is that the crew and passengers—160 in all— 
are lost. 





SNOW-STORM. 

New York was visited by a heavy fall of snow 
on Wednesday last, much to the obstruction of 
railroads, steamboats, &c. The average depth of 
the snow was abouta foot. 

—-- —— oe 
PASSING TOPICS. 

—A correspondent of the Tribune thinks that 
turnips of good quality cannot be cultivated in 
this country from seed raised here—that the 
roots degenerate and become watery; and that 
fvesh seed should be imported from England every 
year, because that is the home of the turnip, 
where it grows to perfection. 

—Electric light, according to the London 
Times, is bemg successfully used in that city, 
for purposes of night-illumination. It is fur- 
nished at the lowest cust of gas, by the ‘Electric 
Power, Sight and Coler Company.’ 

—The Evening Post thinks that the Know: | 
Nothing movement will result in the strength- ; 
ening of the*Catholic influence in this country-- 


jland by submarine cable, thence to Norway, 


on this paper. 
prove invaluable ; as the growing scarcity of rags 
the value of 


materially enhances 


shall await further results with interest. 


paper. 


} 


coming frequent. Chloroform is administered to 
persons while riding in the cars, and while stupi 


fied, the robbery is easily effected. 


twelve and two o’ clock. 

—The Grand Jury of the United States Cir- 
cuit Court have been investigating, during the 
past eight weeks, the Joss of the Steamer Aretic. 
The mmportant conclusion is, iat every svean- 
ship or sailing vesse! should have a boat for every 
fifty passengers, with sailors and captains assigned 
to it; and that every person purchasing a pas- 
sage should be furnished with a ticket, on which 
the number of the boat to which he is appointed 
would be designated. 
would prevent much confusion and disorder, and 
greatly increase the probabilities of escape. 

—Attempts are being made by French mis- 
sionaries to penetrate the country of Thibet, in 
Asia, a land hitherto nearly unknown to civiliza- 
tion. Their prospects of success are favorable. 

—A second ‘National Poultry Show’ has been 
successfully undertaken at Barnum’s Museum, 
N. Y. City. Over seven thousand specimens 
were exhibited. 

—Gold has been found in Bridgewater, Vt., 
and preparations are being made on a considerable 
scale to commence mining it. Copper mines are 
in successful operation in Vershire, (Vt.,) and 
are said to yield a rich return for all the outlay 
expended upon them. 

—'Lhe street preacher, Orr, surnamed the ‘An- 
gel Gabriel, who has made himself so notorious 
for a year past, has sailed for Scotland. 

—A monster ‘nugget’ of gold was lately re- 
ceived in New York from Califorma. Its weight 
is 1604 pounds avoirdupois, which at $17.25 per 
ounce, and deducting twenty pounds of quartz 
rock, gives a value of $38.429. It is to be ship- 
ped to Paris in May, for the French Industrial 
Exhibition. 





Girdling the World. 
Mr, T. P. Shaffner has recently returned from 
Europe, where he has been negotiating with the 
various continental powers. with a view to con- 
struct a line of telegraph wires round the earth. 
He is confident of the success of his scheme, hav- 
ing received assurances from European govern- 
ments of their coéperation. Tis plan is, to ex- 
tend the New York and Halifax line of telegraph 
across the strait of Belleisle to the coast of Lab- 
rador, thence across the sea 500 miles to Green- 


Stockholm, Copenhagen. St. Petersburg, Moscow, 
through the northern part of Asia to Cook’s Inlet 





that before that movement began. the Catholic 
interests were on the decline; but that the| 
species of persecution to which Catholics have 
been subjected, has had the effect to attach them | 
more strongly to their creeds and to their relig- | 


ious teachers. | 





— After a long period of suspense respecting 
the destiny of the Caloric ship Ericssen, we are | 
at last positively informed by the Journal of Com- | 
merce, that steam engines are to be substituted | 
for caloric, but ‘on a plan entirely novel, with the | 
view to an important saving of fuel? 


inst. The shock was such as to shake the houses 
and rattle the crockery. 

—A traveling friend, writing from Skaneateles | 
rays that the women of that place, particul 
the more cultivated class, are accustomed, for the 


| magnificent and successful schemes which impart 

—A correspondent of the Boston Transcript, 'so much of superiority to the character of the 
writing from Bridgeton, Maine, relates the occur- | ninteenth century, remains for the future to dis- 
rence of an earthquake at that place on the 16th | close. 


discovered a curivus fact in connection with the 
arly | barometer. Ile asserts that the barometer ‘is 


on the Pacific coast of North America, southerly 
to Oregon, thence to San Francisco, and from that 
place across the plains to the States, connecting 
with the western telegraph lines. Mr. 8, contem- 
plates, also. the extension of branch lines to Japan, 
Pekin, Nankin, Canton, and other cities of China: 
This is a bold and enterprising scheme, which. i¢ 
carried out, will eventually bring all parts of the 
civilizee world, as it were, within speaking dis- 
tance of each other. Whether it will prove 
merely illusory, or whether it is one of these 


_ a oe - - - 
Barometrical Discovery 


M. Le Maout, a French chemist, claims to have 
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—Robberies by the aid of Chloroform are be- | 


This in case of emergency, | 


made from rags, and ef course mich cheaper.— | War dated Oct. 27, two days after the battle of 
A recent number of that newspaper was printed | Balaklava, and consequently before news of it had 
This discovery, if genuine, will | been received, by sending him a table of his ob- 


servations of the barometer, made every three 


- '. . . . 
We jhours, during the forty-eight previous hours.— 


The table showed a very marked rise of the bar- 
ometer; thus indicating that a heayy cannonade 
corroborated | 


{had taken place. Subsequent news 
Balaklava 


On the 25th the battle of 
| was fought. | 


his i ible. 


vaginitis 
| Miss Junta K. Hicerns, aged 18—a_ beloved} 
‘member of this Community, having suffered a de- 
chne of several months, died on the 5th inst. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Higgins, the parents of our de-| 


—Messrs. A. T. Stewart and Co. wholesale | 
dry goods merchants in N. Y. City. have opened 
soup kitchen in the basement of their stor 
where a large caldren of soup is prepared daily 
and dealt ont freely to all who apply, between 


parted sister, joined the Oneida Community, the | 
second year of its organization. They brought} 
with them their three children—a son and two! 
daughters—of whom Junia, then about twelve 
She grew up among 
us a lovely The 
disease which prostrated her and finally removed 
her to the other world, developed the graces of 


years old, was the youngest. 
example of obedience and faith. 


the spirit and the genuineness of her devotion to 
the truth. Her father was absent at the time of 
| her death, having transferred his residence to the 





Putney Commune a few months previous, and be- 
fore the disease manifested itself of which Junia 
dicd. We select a few extracts from his letters— 
‘commending them to the perusal of our readers 
for the Abrahamie faith which they breathe.— 
| The blessing of God rests upon such households, 
| both in this life and that which is to come. 
| Putney, Jan. 12, 1855.—I can say with a heart 
| full of gratitude to God, that I thank each one who 
| has written to me an account of Junia’s sickness 
and death; for their notes have been edifying to 
jme. 1 feel to express thanks to God for opening the 
pew for us to enter the Community, with the chil- 
dren unier our care: for | believe they are brought 
to a knowledge of Christ's gospel through the me- 
dium of Community life and spirit 
I acknowledge Oneida as a goo : school and home ; 
and that it was the hand of a kind Providence that 
directed me to this Putney Commune for the time 
being. AndJ] do not regret my absence in the time 
of Junia’s sickness and death; for I pereieve a 
greater good growing out of it than if I had been 
present with her. In former days I have felt it my 
duty and privilege to he present with my family at 
Yet at this time I have 
| been comforted though absent, knowing with whom 
I have intrusted Junia, and knowing that you as a 


births, sickness, and death. 


family would do all in your power to preserve her 
life, and strengthen her faith in that God in whom 
we trust. had a feeling in my heart not to direct 
you to call for any earthly physician in her case, 
but rather submit it to Christ, that great physician 
of soul and body. 

Notwithstanding Junia’s death, and the death of 
many others of our believing brethren: yet I be- 
lieve that St. Paul understood the spirit of inspir- 
ation when he said, ‘ the last enemy that shall he de- 

stroyed is death.’ (See 1 Cor. 15.) And I perceive 

| the resurrection power of Christ, at work in my 
‘spirit, and in the spirit of others with whom I as- 
| sociate. 

Putney, Dec. 50, 1854.—For some weeks past my 
mind has been upon the subject which Paul speaks 
of in Ephesians 1: 10, ‘That in the dispensation of 
the fullness of times, he might gather together in 
one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven 
and which are on earth; evenin him.’ St. Paul 
gave no date of the fullfilment of this prediction ; 
but he says, ‘In whom also we have obtained an 
inheritance, being predestinated according to the 
purpose of him who worketh all things after the 
counsel of his own will.’ 

Having enlisted heart and hand in the purpose of 
God, I have continuous evidence in my own spirit, 
and the spirit manifest in Communists, that he who 
works all things after the counsel of his own will, 
is preparing us to invite Christ, with all his re- 
deemed host, buck to his mansion upon earth. His 
inansion or dominion is promised to him, from sea 
to sea, and from the river to the ends of the carth. 
Thrice happy are we, thus called and prepared to 
invite Christ to his throne in that kingdom which 
Daniel predicted, 2: 44. Gat. 
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posit | not, as is commonly thought, an instrument 
; : “2 This move- | merely intended to indicate rain and fine weather. | Tue names of cighteen men and as many women 
Pi 6 . oe sb sige by Lucy | but a mobile apparatus, excessively sensitive, wees Sees i awe night as partners for to-day’s 
tone, and has now become quite the fashion. which places us in communication with all great |“ asping. Mr. R. volunteered to start the fires and 
The fact which he | make necessary preparations. By half past four 

| this morning the company were gathered in the long 

| washroom, busy at work over the steaming ‘suds,’ 
engaged in the various processes of rubbing, wring- 
ing and rinsing, by which the soiled clothes of our 
'180 members are made to come out white and new. 
known a 'TWe are yet behind the times in respect tu the labor 
‘short time after, when a_ battle or cannonade had {saving improvements in this department, but intend 


most part, to make their own shoes. 


—New York has chosen a new Mayor, who ‘atmospheric phenomena.’ 
seems to give pretty good satisfaction in his em- | jas discovered is, that cannons discharged at a 
forcement of the city laws and ordinances. Umi- | distance of from 1800 to 2400 miles. make an ob- 
versal quiet now prevails on Sunday, formerly | seryable impression on the barometer within a 
the most disorderly day in the week, the hiquor- fey hours. So that by carefully observing that 
“tore and grog-shops being closed, and Sunday | instrument in a time of'war, it could be 
traffic interdicted. ; 


~The Albany Evening Journal reports the ‘taken place. According to the account before us,/it shall not be so long.] Darkness and tempest 
discovery of a method by which paper can be |from a foreign paper, M. Le Maout tested his 


without, but cheerful lights and a merry bum with- 





adjourn to the dining-room tables, where we wash 
ers, for this morning, have the post of honor. 

After breakfast, one half hour, still by candle 
light, for the Bibie-game; all assemble in the par- 


lor. Our study is five chapters in the book of Num- 
bers. Then away to the different departments of 
work, to the woods, to the barn, to the different 
shops, the mill and the Printing-office. Suctfof the 
women as can be spared from the house join in the 
work at the different shops. The mingling of the 
sexes in labor is more and more encouraged in view 
of its great practical benefit. 

A: quarter before 12 M. the bell rings for @ re- 
turn ; at 12 precisely, dinner; at one the bell rings, 
ant Mr. R. and Mrs. W. appesrin the parlor with 
piles of carpet-bag material, This isthe hour for 
the carpet-bag * Bee,’ and few are willing to be ab- 
sent. The room is soon filled, the doors and win- 
dows are opened for ventilation, anda hundred 
needles are put in operation by eld and youns——nen 
and women—the children waiting upon us with 
threaded needles, anl some forming a braiding 
group in one end of the room. Two o'clock, a song 
is given, and those whose work is abroad or at the 
shops leave, tho rest coutinving another hour.-- 
Supper gathers all again at a quarter past five, 
and at half past six the classes meet at their various 
rooms for study and recitation. 

There are 10 classes formed, including I believe, 
all the adults and youth of the Community, and the 
studies which have called them voluntarily together 
are distributed as follows : 


3. classes” in Greek, 

2 ss $s Grammar, 

1 class - History, 

1 “4 “3 Spelling, 

1 6 es Arithmetic, 

1 “ ss Natural Sciences, 
1 a s French. 


Three-fourths of an hour is given to this exercise. 
Business consultations by te heads of the different 
departments follow, and arrangements are made for 
the industry of to-morrow. Athalf past seven com- 
mences the evening gathering in the parlor— corres 
pondence, newspaper report, business reports, gener} 
al conversation and religious testimony, occupy the 
evening. 

Taking the above as a general programme of cur 
daily life, my future diary wili proceed without fur- 
ther explanation in detail, to record such variations 
and incidents of exceptional interest as come under 
my notice. 

Wednesday Jun. 24.—A party of a dozen men and 
women volunteers met for an ‘ironing bee’ this mor- 
ning before breakfast and despatched a large share 
of that job. The hour after dinner was occupied with 
instrumental music and singing in the parlor. In 
the afternoon there was a skating party of the olde~ 
boys on the millpond—an hour on the ice in the eriep 
winter air right healthily spent. The meeting of the 
classes was superseded hy a lecture on Geology by 
Mr. C. In the evening letters from several of our 
silk peddlers, and one from a friend whose family is 
sick and requires help. Mrs. K. volunteers to go to 
their relief. 

‘riday, Jan. 26.—Snowing heavily all day.— 
A horse and sleigh for the women and such as chose 
to ride home from their work. Bean-porridge in 
our bill of fare at dinner. At night five of our 
men arrived from business excursions in various 
directions. Letters in the eve. ing from a ministe- 
rial acquaintance, telling a grievous story of domes- 
tic troubles, and expressing his earnest interest in 
social reform—also from another friend in difficult 
circumstances, asking advice. A member spoke of 
suffering recent attacks from symptoms of disca‘e, 
and said it was connected with a kind of haunting 
influence froma person of worthless character to 
whom she had been attached, now dead. She invited 
the criticism’ of the Community to Lelp in delivering 
her from this snare. The discussion that followed, 


i led toa very vigorous and universal expression of in- 


dignation against idolatry towards the dead, and the 
consequent infusion of Hadean influences. Our fe!- 
lowships ought to draw us upward toward the ange! 
aud the immortals of the resurrection sphere, and not 
downwards towards the claiming gulf of selfish spirits 
in Hades, It is the wish of the Community not 
to grin cxemption from consumption and other cis- 
eases in any empirical way, but only by finding «ut 
and removing the causes of them. If we yield our- 
selves to God with docility anc self-examination am 
perfect readiness to change our habits that may be 
tound to be wrong, we may trust that he will lead 
us into the truth that makes free. The Lurst of spi- 
rit that attended this development was like the ge- 
nial lightning to the summer atmosphere. 


‘The Faith once delivered to the Saints.’ 
A true view in regard to the Gospel 
sphere of warfare, brings out in an inter- 
esting light such passages of Scripture 
as that in Jude, about ‘contending carn- 
estly for the faith once delivered to the 
saints.’ 

One vicw to take of this passage might 











in. In two hours the breakfast bell rings, and all 


made from basswood, equalif net superior to that ‘discovery ina letter to the French Minister of 





be, tu regard it as an exhortation to pre 
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serve inviolate the dcctrine of the Gospel, 
and defend it against all opposers, here- 
tics, and sectarians. Of course, in order 
to do this, we must first ascertain pre- 
cisely what is the doctrine of the gospel; 
and here arise differences of opinion. 

Another view, and we think the true 
one, is that this ‘ faith once delivered to 
the saints,’ js not merely or primarily a 
form of doctrine, but that ‘gift of God,’ 
implanted in the soul of man, by which 
he realizes things unseen, and takes 
hold on eternal life. By this faith En- 
och pleased God Jong ere the Christian 
doctrine had its existence ; by this faith 
Abraham was justified ; by this faith, de- 
veloped and glorified, the believer receives 
into his heart the Son of God. 

Such faith it behooves us to contend ear- 
nestly to preserve. But with whom con- 
tend? ‘ Against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness 
of this world’—against the mighty adver- 
sary of faith, in comparison to whom all 
human adversaries are as nothing.— 
Jude’s exhortation has its parallel in the 
epistle to the Ephesians: ‘'Take unto 
you the whole armor of God, that ye may 
be able to resist the wiles of the devil. 
Paul had been ‘ contending earnestly for 
the faith once delivered to the saints,’ 
when he said, I have fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course, J have kept the 
Jaith,’ 


jseieameiadaiaaditatinaie cnc 
The Lesson of the Apocalypse, 

The book of Revelation has always 
been the most unintelligible, both to 
commentators and to common readers, of 
any in the New Testament. Its figura- 
tive character has prevented it from being 
understood, except faintly, especially by 
those ignorant of the great facts concern- 
ing the Second Coming of Christ, with 
which event the book as to its date 
and subject matter stands immediately 
connected. There are, however, several 
conspicuous and plain ideas conveyed by 
this majestic book which are interesting, 
whether we can understand all its details 
and mysteries or not. 

One great idea of the book, and prop- 
erly its greatest one, is, that ‘the Heav- 
ens do rule,’ contrary to the atheist doc- 
trine that all things are governed by fix- 
ed ‘natural laws’. The lesson on every 
page is, that God is king, that Chiist, 
the angels and the Primitive church are 
kings and rule over all things, in heaven 
and on earth ; that things do not go on 
by chance or as men would have them, 
but that God is over them. If we keep 
this fact in mind in studying the book we 
shall find that every thing converges to 
this central idea. 

The book commences with the idea of 
Christ’s sovereignty. In the first chap- 
ter he is introduced as the ‘ Prince of 
the kings of the earth,’ and as he that 
liveth and was dead, that is alive forever- 
more and has the keys of hell and of 
death. After the messages to the seven 
churches, which are full of the same doc- 
trine, the great drama of the book is 
opened, by the introduction of God and 
the throne, the book with seven seals, 
and the Lamb as the only one who could 
prevail to open the seals thereof. 1'rom 
thence onward through all its tremen- 
dous scenes, the Apocalypse is a most 
magnificent jresentation of this great 
idea, First, Chris: is seen opening the 
seals of the book ; judging the earth, 


and avenging his servants. The servants 
of God are sealed in their foreheads.— 
‘A great multitude, which no man could 
number, of all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongues, stood before the 
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed 
with white robes, and palms in their 
hands,’ The Primitive church thus comes 
forth on the field. Then we see Christ 
standing on mount Sion with an hundred 
and forty and four thousand, having his 
Father’s name written in their forcheads, 
Babylon is judged and cast down into the 
depths of uttermost destruction. Then he 
cometh forth, as Kiva or krnes anp Lorp 
OF LorDS, and all the armies of heaven 
follow him. The second and final judg- 
ment is set, when all that are in their 
graves, shall hear his voice and come 
forth and be judged according to their 
works. Death and hell are cast into the 
lake of fire. Then heaven and earth are 
united, ‘the tabernacle of God is with 
men, and he will dwell with them and 
they shall be his people, and God himself 
shall be with them and be their God.’— 
Thus through the whole march of events 
as described in this book, God and Christ 
and the heavenly powers, are represented 
as the sovereigns of the universe. 
Another leading idea of the book is the 
Cross of Christ. Christ’s death and res- 
urrection are continually connected with 
his sovereignty. ‘I am he that liveth 
und was dead: and behold I am alive for 
evermore, Amen ; and have the keys of 
hell and of death.’ ‘Worthy is the 
Lamb that was s/ain to receive power, 
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, 
and honor, and glory, and blessing.’ This 
is the language concerning him. 





True Courage. 

Those of our readers who are conversant with 
the details of the castern war, will recollect the 
case of Lord Forth, who wes sent home from the 
seat of war in disgrace, by the English com- 
mander, on account of having shown a want of 
courage at the battlestf Alma and Inkermann. 
He was received on his arrival in England, with 
general contempt, his own futher refusing to see 
him. The Tribune, commenting on the treatment 
ot Lord Forth, after asking whether ‘ the brute 
element, (physical courage.) is to be ranged so 
high above the intellectual and moral, that, lack- 
ing it, the latter deserves only contempt and the 
stigma of perpetual shame,’ and denouncing this 
as ‘a one-sided, false and cruel theory, con- 
cludes with the following appropnate observa- 
tions: 


No man jis responsible for his own natural 
constitution. Whether born bold or timid, he is 
not his own work. His nature is determined by 
influences quite beyond his control. Some men 
are, no doubt. quite reckless of danger, but ‘hat 
is no more a special merit of tneirs than that they 
have red or black hair. Others, and they are the 
great majority, are cautious and careful never 
needlessly to peril life or limb, and they are so 
hecause such is their constitution. Others again. 
like Lord Forth, carry this caution to the extreme 
of timidity and fearfulness. Each of these classes 
of men has his peculiar qualities and uses, and 
each forms a part of thai infinite vamety which is 
the glory of Man. To insist that all shall be 
measured by one standard, and that a standard 
proper to the brutality of savage time. is absurd 
and unnatural. It would blot from the records 
of humanity many of the brightest names, and 
send the world back to the days of gladiators 
and bull-fights. . * * 


There is a another and a nobler kind of cour- 
age, which needs some poets laureate in its king- 
dom to bring it up to the level of popularrespect, 
and that is Moral Courage. Possibly Lord Forth 
has this higher quality in-a degree that his mer- 
ciless censors cannot appreciate. There are men 
who perhaps shrink from the cannon’s mouth, 
but who in a just cause fear not to coniront the 
more terrible thunders of social condemnation.— 
It is time that this grander element of the souk 
should be elevated to its proper dignity, and that 
the public voice as well as the historic page 
should render justice to the gifted. the gentle, the 
noble, the generous, and the morally courageous, 
even though his heart fail amid the roar and_re- 
yelting carnage of the battle field. 


al courage to its true rank and dignity. We love 
to recognize and appreciate its superiority over 
the courage which manifests itself by an appeal to 
brute force. 
moral courage more strikingly evident, than in 
such examples as the Primitive church affords— 


adverse public opinion, and who joyfully sacrificed 





private ambition, pleasure, and the blandishments 
of carthiy happiness, to the one ideaof knowing 
Christ. Of such it is said —‘ They shall receive 
an hundred fold.’ 





Rest. 
Rest is not quitting 
The busy career ; 
Rest is the fitting 
Of self to its sphere. 


Tis the brook’s motion, 
Clear without strife, 
Fleeing to ocean 
After its life. 


Tis loving and serving 
The Highest and Best! 
Tis onward ! unswerving, 
And that is true rest. 
Goethe. 





Extracts from Letters, 


Lewiston, Dec. 2, 1854.—I wish to ex- 
press my gratitude to God, for the hope 
of a full salvation through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. I confess my union with Christ 
and the Primitive church and all those 
that are in fellowship with the same.—I 


am thankful for the privilege of receiv- 


ing the Circular ; the Bible and it are 
my inseparable companions. Inclosed you 


love. J. 8. 


North Norwich, N. Y. Dec. 14, 1854. 
—I left the South some two weeks since 
for this place, and although I have 
changed from a warm climate to one that 
is colder, and from a slave State to one 
that is called free, yet itis far from 
being free so long as the people are 
led captive by the evil one, and are in 
bondage to Satan, and worshiping the 
mammon of unrighteousness. When I 
look at the commotion of the people who 
inhabit this globe I cannot but discern 
the goodness of God who wisely orders all 
things, who rules in heaven as well as un 
earth to bring about the end when all 
shall be gathered’ together in one. I ac- 
knowledge God as the rock of my salva- 
tion, and the owner of the wealth of the 
world and its inhabitants. May the 
time come speedily when all people shall 
see and realize the source from whence 
they receive all the blessings of life, and 
render thanksgiving and praise to the 
Most High. a, ¢. 


me with the Circular without money and 
without price for the last year,that I write. 


faint in the contest with evil, some piece 
in the paper precisely adapted to my sit- 
uation would arouse me to fresh confi- 
dence, and a confession of Christ as a sa- 


strong again. I believe that communism 
is the only state of society which can 
realize the kingdom of heaven on earth ; 
but I find few that are willing to forsake 
all for Christ. N. K. K. 


with you, for our Governor, Jesus Christ. 
T feel that we are on safe ground—not 


any electioneering fraud. 
government we have in the Bible, with 
the sure word of prophecy to unfold all 
that we do not understand. He will 
manage Slavery, Intemperance, and every 
other vice ina way to make sure of their 
destruction. He cannot be bought or 
sold, his pledge he is sure to keep. * * * 
I have had many thoughts about the 
possibility of a community being estab- 
lished here, and have been quite animated 








We join in the appeal for the elevation of mor- 


in thinking what a blessing would follow 


And nowhere is the sublimity of 


men who could brave disgrace and the frowns of 


will find five dollars as a small token of 


St. Louisville, Ohio, Dec. 1854.—It 
is with sincere gratitude to God and to 
you for your labors of love in supplying 


Ihave been in daily contact with infidel- 
ity in the shop where I have worked.— 
Many times when I was almost ready to 


vior from all evil which would make me 


Lafayette, N. Y. Nov. 7, 1854.—This 
being election day I will cast in my vote 


liable to be deceived in his character by | 
His policy of 


if it could be so. ButI feel more thar 
ever that the matter belongs to God, and 
that he cares more for the interests 
of his truth in this place than I can: 
yea, as much more as his heart is large: 
than mine; and that he will turn and 
overturn till every honest heart will bc 
brought into the liberty of his word. 
N. A. M. 





An Editor with a Basket of Cakes, 

Parton, in his ‘ Life of Horace Greeley,’ a new 
book published this winter, relates the following 
amusing instance of the occasional fits of abstrac- 
tion to which the Editor of the Tribune is sub- 
ject: 

Time,—Sunday evening. Scene,—-the par- 
lor of a friend’s house. Company,—-numer-. 
ous and political, except the ladies, who ar. 
gracious and hospitable. Mr. Greeley is ex 
pected to tea, but does not come, and the mea 
is transacted without him. ‘Tea over, he ar 
rives, and plunges headlong into a conversatior 
on theecurrency. The lady of the house think: 
‘he had better take some tea,’ but cannot 
get a hearing on the subject: is distressed, 
puts the question at length, and has her invita- 
tion hurriedly declined ; brushed aside, in fact, 
with a wave of the hand. 

“Take a cruller, anyway,” said she handing 
him a cake-basket containing a dozen or more 
of theso unspeakable, Dutch indigestibles. 

The expounder of the currency, dimly con- 
scious thata large object was approaching him, 
puts forth his hands, still vehemently talking, 
and takes, not acruller, but the cake-basket, 
and deposits it in his lap. The company are 
inwardly convulsed, and some of the weaker 
members retire to tbe adjoining apartment, the 
expounder continuing his harangue, uncon- 
scious of their emotions or its cause. Minutes 
elapse. His hands, in their wanderings througi: 
the air, come in contact with the topmost cake, 
which they take and break. He begins to eat; 
and eats and talks, talks and eats, till he has 
finished a cruller. Then he feels for another, 
and eats that, and goes on, slowly consuming the 
contents of the basket, till the last crumb is 
gone. The company look on amazed, and the 
kind lady of the house fears for the consequen- 
ces. She had heard that cheese is an anti- 
dote to indigestion. Taking the empty cake- 
basket from his lap, she silently puts a plate of 
cheese in its place, hoping that instinet will 
guide his hand aright. The experiment suc- 
ceeds. Gradually, the blocks of white new 
cheese disappear. She removes the plate.-- 
No ill consequences follow. These who saw 
this sight are fixed in the belief, that Mr. 
Greeley was not then, nor has since become, 
aware, that on that evening he partook of sus- 
tenance. 





A Curiovs Surprise—A Seven-Years’ 
Steep.—A Letter from San Francisco to Mr. 
R. It. Harris, of this city, from his brother, 
relates a curious incident that occurred there 
a short time since, which we do not recollect 
to have seenin print. Her Britannic Majesty’s 
exploring ship Plover arrived at San Francisco 
a short time since from the Polar Sea, where 
she had been ice-bound since 1847. When 
she left San Francisco, some years ago, it was 
amere trading station, resorted to by a few 
vessels in pursuit of hides, and the town or 
place contained enly a few adobe houses.— 
The captain and crew of the Plover expected 
to find the same San Francisco in 1854 that 
they left in 1847. The captain, therefore, 
sailed into the bey without a pilot, and ap- 
proached the city in the evening. He was 
much amazed at the numerous lights he saw. 
When he awoke from his dream of seven 
years, the next morning, he found a noble 
city occupying the site of the ancient San 
Francisco. He had known nothing of the 
Mexican war, and cession of California to the 
United States, and the many other great 
events that had taken place during the time he 


the north.— Rochester Union. 





Co Correspondents. 

Cc. T. H. Glen Hayen.— There are two or three files of the 
last Volume which we can dispose of. 

W C., Foxboro Mass.—Your letter with the coutents re- 
ceived. 

A subscriber at North Plains writes as follows : 

* A reader of the Circular somewhere in Michigan has lately 
written me a letter which was /ost before it was answered. 
which I very much regret—not being able to remember his 
name or address. A notice of the fact would very much oblige 


your friend, JoserH Av:.ey.”’ 





Letters Received. 
Seba Bailey. 2: Julia Sanderson. W. 
| Robinson; S. Willard; Mary Tobey; P. Sawyer ; 
| M. C. Terry ; Catharine T. Ronthaler ; C. S. Has- 
'keli; Willard Comey; L. R. Beach ; Turrey Hinck- 
| ley. 
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